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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

£3 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andbr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report artdbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 14 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




Basis of the opinion 


II 


□ 


Priority 


III 


□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 



. ) 
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^ Fax:+49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer _ 

Tiercet, M ^ J^} ) 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed* 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)}. 



Description, Pages 

1-15,17-19 as originally filed 

1 6 filed with telefax on 04.04.2005 

Claims, Numbers 

1-58 filed with tetefax on 04.04.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

2/3, 3/3 as originally filed 

1£ filed with telefax on 04.04.2005 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Hem, 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andfcr 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the O 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: Q 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-58 

No: . Claims ■ 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-58 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-58 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



~<TT AVAI! ABWF COPY 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/CA 03/00468 
/ EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



The document considered to represent the nearest prior art, the document GB-A- 
1 2083370 describes a device for separating immiscible liquids by coalescing 

f comprising a plurality of coalescing elements provided with flow direction changing 

means. Even if the main novel feature of independant claims 1 and 21, the 
arrangement of the coalescing elements within a single chamber is known from the 
document WO-A-0220115, a combination is considered as non-obvious, since the 
GB-A-2083370 attempts to provide small-sized equipment and teaches complex 
geometrical patterns. Thus independent claims 1 and 21 as non^obvious alternatives 
fulfill the requirements of Article 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. The same argumentation is 
valid for independant claim 47 defining a device with a specific coalescing media. The 
industrial applicability is evident (Article 33(4) PCT). 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 


To: 


NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


MURPHY, Kevin, P. 
Ogilvy Renault 
Suite idOO 

1981 McGill College Avenue 
Montreal, Qu6bec H3A 2Y3 
I Canada 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

17 September 2005 (17.09.2005) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
16297-1 PCT tff 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


l^n — nil ■ ■■ ■ 1 |S - — pkj 

international application no. 

PCT/CA2003/000468 


International fifing date (day/month/year) 
01 April 2003 (01.04.2003) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
| X| the applicant | | the inventor |~""J the agent | | the common representative 


Name and Address 

SEPARATECH CANADA INC. 
240 St-Jacques 
Suite 620 

Montrtal, Quebec H2Y1L9 
Canada 


State of Nationality 
CA 


State of Residence 
CA 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following 
| | the person j^] the name | X| the address [ 


change has been recorded concerning: 

the nationality j^J the residence 


Name and Address 

SEPARATECH CANADA INC. 
151 Shannon Street 
Montreal, Qu6bec H3C 2J4 
Canada 


State of Nationality 
CA 


State of Residence 
CA 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3w Further observations, if necessary: 




4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
fx] the receiving Office the designated Offices concerned 
| ] the International Searching Authority [3T| the elected Offices concerned 
| X] the International Preliminary Examining Authority | | other: 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Cotombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. (41-22)338.89.95 



Authorized officer 



Marie-Jos^DEVIIo/ARD (Fax 
Telephone No. (41 -22) 338 9439 ^X^\ 



338-8J95) 
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